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FRIENDLY ADMONITION 


DRINKERS 
Gin, Brandi, Sc. 


AN, not contented with the Li- 
quors, which his bountiful Crea- 
nor! intending for his Comfort, has wiſely 
tempered with ſuch a due Proportion of 
Strength, as would (if taken in Mo- 
deration,) make his Heart glad, has un- 
happily found Means to extract, from 
what God provided for his Reſreſhment, 
a moſt intoxicating and baneful Spirit, 
to which, in a great Meaſure, is owing 
the remarkable Increaſe of Drunkenneſs 
of late Years; which Vice reigns to a 
moſt enormous Degree among "the ha- 
bitual Drinkers of Gin, Brandy, and 
bother Diſtilled Liquors; which are found 

to be moſt pernicious and deſtructive 
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For at the ſame that they coagulate and 
thicken the Blood, they alſo contract and 
narrow the Blood-F. fſels; which has, in 
falt, been found to te true, by Experi- 
ments 1 have purpoſely made with Bran- 
ay, on the Blood and Blood-Veſſels of 


Animals. 
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Whence we may evidently ſee the 
Reaſon why thoſe Liquors do ſo fre- 
quently cauſe thoſe O#fru#ions and 
Stoppages in the Liver; which occaſion 
the Jaundice, Drepſy, and many other 
fatal Diſeaſes. Ir is in like Manner alſo 
that they deſtroy and burn up the 
Lungs. Hence alſo it is, that by fre- 
quently contracting and ſhrivelling, and 
then ſoon after relaxing, they weaken 
and wear out the Subſtance and Coats 
of the Stomach, on which they more 
immediately prey, every Time they are 
drank. Hence likewiſe it is, that 
theſe ſpirituous Liquors | rarely fail to 
deſtroy the Appetite and Digeſtion of 
thoſe = habituate themſelves to them ; 
| for by drying up, and ſpoiling the 
| Nerves, they make them inſenſible ; | 
they deſtroy alſo many of the very fine 
+ Blood-Veffels, eſpecially where their Fi- 
| tres are moſt tender, as in the Brain; 
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by which means, the Memory and intel- 
lectual Faculties are ruined : Nay, by 
thus inflaming the Blood, and diſor- 
dering the Blood-Veſſcls 2nd Nerves, 


they vitiate and deprave the Natural 
Temper. 


When firſt drank, they ſeem to com- 
fort the Stomach, by contracting its too 
relaxed and flabby Fibres, and alſo to 
warm the Blood; but as the Warmth 
which they give, on mixing with the 
Blood, ſoon goes off, as it is in fact 
found to do, when we mix Brandy with 
Blood; ſo alſo the ſpirituous Part of 
theſe Liquors being ſoon diſſolved, and 
ſoaking into the watery Humours of 
the Body, 1t can no longer contract and 
warm the Subſtance and Coats of the 
Stomach and other Parts; which there- 
fore as ſoon relaxing, the unhappy Per- 
ſons are thereby, in a little Time, re- 
duced to a cold, languid, and diſpirited 
State of Mind, which gives them ſo 
much Unealineſs, that they are impati- 
ent to get out of it, by freſh Supplies of 
the fame deadly Liquor; which, 
ſtead of curing, increaſes their Diſaſs 
more and more.. Hence it is, that their 
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Soul fainting within them, theſe unhap · 


py Wretches are ever thirſting after it, 


and with the Hor/e-Leech, cry, Give, give; 
but alas! never are, nor can be ſatisfied. 
For theſe ſtrong Liquors, though called 
fpirituous, are fo far from refreſhing 
and recruiting the Spirits, that, on the 
contrary, they do, in reality, deprels 


and fink them; and extinguiſh the na- 


tural Warmth of the Blood to ſuch a 
Degree, that, as Phyſicians have obſery- 
ed, ri Preſcriptions, or Medicines, are 


found 70 have [ittle OY 79 Effect tFownar as 


reftoring theſe unhappy Perfons, When fuck, 
to their Flealth. 


Al ſpirituons Liquors ſoon intoxi- 
eate and fuddle; which Intoxication, 
when it goes off, leaves them faint and 
languithing. Nay farther, as they, 
when immediately put into the Veins of 
an Anima}, will cauſe Death; ſo when 
drank 1n a large Quantity at once, they 
coagulate and thicken the Blood: to ſuch 


| a Degree, as to kill inſtantly ; of which 


there are many Inſtances. And though 
they are not drank in ſuch Quantities 
as to kill inftantly, yet are they, if 


daily uſed, (beſides many other Diſ- 


cafes) apt to breed Polypuſes, or fleſhy 
Subſtances 
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| Subſtances in the Heart, by thick- 
ning the Blood there ; which — 
(as they grow larger and larger) do, by 
hindring and retarding the Motion of 
the Blood through the Heart, thereby 
further contribute to the Faintneſs and 
Diſpiritedneſs of thoſe unhappy Perſons; 
and at length, by totally ſtopping the 
Courſe of the Blood, do as effectually 


kill, as if a Dart had been ſtruck through 
their Liver. 


7 


Theſe Diſtilled Liquors, which, by 
reaſon of their great Strength, are found 
to be ſo deſtructive to our Bodies, are 
obſerved by Chemiſts, to be all of them 
compoſed and to conſiſt of Vater, a 
Spirit, and an acid Oil. They find alſo, 
upon the niceſt Scrutiny and Inquiry, 
that all diſtilled fermented Spirits are the 
fame ; wlrether diftilled from the fer- 
mented Juice of Grapes, as is done in 
France, and ſome other Countries, or 
from Corn, Grain, or other fermented 
Fruits. | 


Of this Truth any one may eaſily be 
convinced, by putting ſmall Pieces of 
raw Fleſh, as I have done, into anv 
Diſtilled Spirituous Liquors, whatſoever, 
whethes 
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8 
whether Brandy alone, or any Compo- 
ſitions mixed with it, ſuch as Orange- 
Brandy, Ratafia, Cinnamon-Water, Ci- 
 tron-Water, Plague, or Surfeit-Water ; 
for it has been found by repeated Trials, 
that theſe do al} harden any raw Fleſh 
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that has lain in them for ſome Time, 
A plain and obvious Proof, that ſince 
they all have the ſame Effect on Fleſh, 


the Sp7rit of them all is the ſame ; which 


is agreeable to what the Chemiſts find, 


in all imaginable Trials and Attempts 


which they have made, to diſcover if 
there were any ſenſible Difference in any 


of them. And accordingly, the perni- 


cious Effects of all theſe Diſtilled Spiri- 


tubus Liquors upon human Bodies, are 


found to be the ſame. For it is well 
known, that Multitudes, in and near 
Sea-Port Towns, are as effectually de- 
ſtroyed by the habitual diiaking of 


French Brandies, as are thoſe who habi- 
tuate themſelves to drink other Diſtil- 


led Spirituous Liquors. And the fame 
holds true of Rum, which deftroys ſuch 


Multitudes in America, as even in a 
manner to depopulate whole Countnes 


of the native Indians, who buy it of the 
neighbouring. Chriſtian Plenters. Yet 


eee this, it 1s; common to 
hear 


. 
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hear Men. plead in behalf of Rum, as a 
very wholeſome Liquor : being ready to 
catch at any ſight Argument in Favour 
of what they love, though at the (mani- 
feſt Hazard of what is moſt valuable 
and dear to them, v1z. their Health and 
Lives. They flatter themſelves that 
Rum 1s very wholeſome, becauſe they 
have heard that 1f raw fleſh be put into 
It, it will preſerve it in a plump, freſh, 
ſupple and ſoft State ; whereas Brand 
hardens it: And fo does Rum too, when 
it has continued in it for ſome Time; 
but- ſooner or later, in Proportion to the 
Strength of the Rum. And this holds 
true of all other Diſtilled +pirituous Li- 
quors. Some may indeed be more pa- 
latable than others; but they are all in 
a manner equally pernicious and dangerous, 
that are of an equal Strength: And 
thoſe moſt} deftruttive and deadly, which 
are the ſtrongeſt; that is, which have 
moſt Spirit in them. Which Spirit be- 
ing of a very harſh, fiery and acri- 
monious Nature, as it 1s found to ſeize 
on and harden raw Fleſh put in it; fo does 
it greatly injure the Stomach, Bowels, 
Liver, and all. other Parts: af human 
Bodies, eſpecially the Nerves; for theſe 
bein g the immediate and principal In- 

AS ſtruments 
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ſtruments of Life and Action, hence it 
is, that it fo remarkably enfeebles the 
habitual Drinkers of it; and alſo de- 
praves the Memory, cauſes a Decay in 
the Underſtanding, by hardening and 
ſpoiling the Subſtance of the Brain, which 
is the Seat of Life. Now this is an In- 
convenience which the great Drinkers of 
Punch often find, as well as the Dram- 
Drinkers. 


But notwithſtanding Men daily ex- 
perience, both in themſelves and others, 
the deſtructive Effects of theſe Liquors ; 
though they Yearly ſee, as in a Peſti- 
lence, a thouſand fall at their Side, and 
ten thouſand at their Right hand, yet will 
they not be warned, ſo as to avoid them. 
There is ſuch a predominant bewitching 
of Naughtineſs in theſe fiery Liquors, as 
ſtrongly and impetuouſly carries Men 
on to their certain Deſtruction, in ſpite 
of. the contrary natural ſtrong Deſire: 
they have 10 live long, and ſee good 
Days; ſo effectually does this inſatiable 
wandering of Concupiſcence after this 
Poiſon, undermine the Simple as the 
Wiſe Man, obſerves, Wiſdom iv. 12. It 
is the peculiar: Misfortune of theſe un- 
happy Wretches,. that they ſeldom au 
I; © 
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ſo much as a Heart to be ſet free. Now 
when a Man's Will and Aﬀections are 
thus depraved, and he is delighted with 
this worſt of Slavery, there are little 
Hopes of him. To recover him from 
this Condition, he muſt be, as it were, 
forced into his Liberty, and reſcued, in 
ſome meaſure, from his own 1nordinate 
Deſires; he muſt be dealt with like a 
Madman, and be bound down to keep 
him from deſtroying himſelf. 


We find the ſtrong and almoſt invin- 
cible Propenſity of habitual Sinners, to 
continue on in their evil Courſes, moſt 
emphatically expreſſed in Scripture ; Can 
the Ethiopian change his Skin © fays Gon 
to the rebellious Maelites, or the Leo- 
pard his Spots? Then may ye alſo as 
Good, that are accuſtomed to do Evil, 
Fer. xuw. 23. Which melancholy Truth 
may, with greater Certainty, be ſaid 
of the unhappy: habitual Drinkers of 
Cin, Brandy, and the like diſtiſled Spi- 
rituous Liquors, than of thoſe whe labour 
under any other Vices whatſoever 3 for 
how rarely, how very rarely do we fee: 
any of theſe unhappy Perſons reelaim- 
ed? They are abſolutely deaf to all Ad- 
monition ; neither will they. hear the: 
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Voice of the Charmer, charm he never 
ſo wiſely, No Conſiderations whatſo- 
ever, neither of this World nor the next, 
have any Weight with them ; they will 
not only forego all that is moſt deſirable 
here, but endure the utmoſt Miſeries in 
Life for the Sake of it. How many doth 
this Vice reduce to ſuffer the Hardſhips 
of the extremeſt Poverty, not only by 
waſting their Subſtance by a continual 
Drain, to ſatisfy a falſe vitiated Appe- 
tite; but alſo by ſo enfeebling and diſ- 
abling them, that they have neither Will 
nor Power to labour for an honeſt Live- 
lihood? Which is a principal Reaſon of 
the great Increaſe of the Poor in this 
Nation; as alſo of much the greater Num- 
ber of Robberies that have been commit- 
ted of late Years, than were in former 
Ages. And as to the Health of theſe 
miſerable People, the moſt defirable 
Blefling in Life, becauſe the -Founda- 
tion of all other Enjoyments ; that is 
greatly depraved, and ſottiſhly given up 
in exchange for a falſe, unnatural Sen- 
fation - of it, which each freſh Dram 
ſeems to give for the preſent ; while it 
is, at the ſame time, really undermining 
and deſtroying their natural Conſtitu- 
tions. Nay, ſo bewitching is this Infa- 
tuation, 
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tuation; that though they cannot, moſt 
of them, but be ſenible, that they are 
manifeſtly ſhortning their Days, and 
juſt plunging themſelves into their 
Graves ; yet will they not reſrain. 


This an eminent Phyſician was ſo ſen- 
Able of, from his own unhappy Experi- 
ence, that he ſaid, when Men had got a 
Habit of it, they would go on, though 
they ſaw Hell-fire burnins before them. 
Hence we ſee what little Hope there is 
of reclaiming, by any Arguments of 
Reaſon and Religion, theſe miſcrable 
Wretches, who are infatuated and in- 
ſlaved. In ſuch unhappy Cafes, when 
Prudence and Senſe of Duty bear no. 
Force; the Authority of Government, 
and the Power and juſt Execution of ſa- 
lutary Laws, muſt impoſe neceſſary Re- 
ſtraints, and put the Poiſan out of 
Reach, by making it too dear to be 
purchaſed. 


Men ought to be extremely cautious, 
how, on any Pretence whatſoever, they 
indulge the Beginnings of ſo pernicious 
a Cuſtom ; but if they are unbappily in- 
tangled in it, I have heard Phyficians 


ſay, that Bath Waters drauk on the 
Spot, 
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Spot, or when that cannot be done with 
Convenience, then a Courſe of warm Bit- 
ters, will reſtore ſuch to their Health, 
provided Nature be not too far worn 
out *, So that theſe unhappy Perſons 
have great Encouragement to hope for 
a Recovery, would they but ule the 
proper Means : And could they but fo 
far get the Maſtery of their greateſt 
Enemy (that is, Themſelves) as reſo- 
lutely to forbear the indulging in what, 
they cannot but be conſcious, 1s. certain 
Poiſon to them. And ſure, the ſtrong 
Deſire that all Men have to enjoy Health, 
and length of Days, together with the 
powerful Arguments of Religion, ſhould 
be ſufficient Inducements to prevail with 
rational Creatures to abſtain from what 
is ſo deſtructive of their Healths, and 
inſtantly to apply for a Cure, 


Would to God | that at leaſt thoſe who 
have not as yet engaged in theſe unhap- 
py Courſes, might thereby be effectu- 
ally deterred from ſuch deſtructive 
Ways, which it is moſt eaſy at firſt to 
"avoid, but very difficult to refrain from, 


* 
8 r li. 1 ud. _—_ * ** — Fm . * it ai 2 * 


— * *. —_— — 
—_ 
111 


* gee in the Appendix, an uſeful Preſcription 
for this Purpoſe by a learned Phyſician, (No. I.) 
— 5 00 
| 2 


Drinkers of Gin, Brandy, &c. ' 5 | 


to thoſe who are once habituated to ſuch 
Liquors. 


But alas! the Infection is ſpread fo 
far and wide, that if it continues its de- 
ſtructive Conqueſts in the ſame man- 
ner, and to the ſame degree, that we 
have unhappily lived to ſee it advance 
within theſe twenty or thirty Vears, it 
muſt needs, in a few Generations, infect 
the whole Kingdom with its baneful In- 
fluence. For it makes its Way into 
the World as a Friend to Mankind, and 
inſinuates itſelf under the Diſguiſe of 
grateful Flavours; and under the No- 
tion of helping Digeſtion, comforting 
the Spirits, and chearing the Heart, it 
produces the direct contrary Effects. 
And though theſe deceitful 2 s are 
found, by daily Experience, to deſtroy 
Multitudes, yet are they received and 
entertained with ſo general Applauſe, 
that they boldly lift up their invenom- 
ed Heads in every Street, to ſuch a De- 
gree, as looks as if it were the Buſineſs 
of a conſiderable Part of Mankind to de- 
ſtroy the reſt. And though thouſands 
and ten thouſands periſh Yearly there- 
by, yet no Man layeth it to Heart, ex- 
cepting. the Heads of the poor wild Iv 

R dians 
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Spot, or when that cannot be done with 
Convenience, then a Courſe of warm Bit- 
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and length of Days, together with the 
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be ſufficient Inducements to prevail with 
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Would to God | that at leaſt thoſe who 
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to thoſe who'are once habttuated to ſuch 
Liquors. 


But alas! the Infection is ſpread fo 
far and wide, that if it continues its de- 
ſtructive Conqueſts in the ſame man- 
ner, and to the ſame degree, that we 
have unhappily lived to ſee it advance 
within theſe twenty or thirty Vears, it 
muſt needs, in a few Generations, infect 
the whole Kingdom with its baneful In- 
fluence. For it makes its Way into 
the World as a Friend to Mankind, and 
inſinuates itſelf under the Diſguife of 
grateful Flavours ; and under the No- 
tion of helping Digeſtion, comforting 
the Spirits, and chearing the Heart, it 
produces the direct contrary Effects. 
And though theſe deceitful Hydra's are 
found, by daily Experience, to deſtroy 
Multitudes, yet are they received and 
entertained with ſo general Applauſe, 
that they boldly lift up their invenom- 
ed Heads in every Street, to ſuch a De- 
gree, as looks as if it were the Buſineſs 
of a conſiderable Part of Mankind to de- 
ſtroy the reſt. And though thouſands 
and ten thouſands periſh Nearly there= 
by, yet no Man layeth it to Heart, ex- 
cepting. the Heads of the poor wild I- 
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dians in New England, Carolina, and 
other Parts of North America; who be- 
ing ſenſible of the great Deſtruction 
made among them by Diftilled Spiri- 
ruous Liquors, have frequently and ear- 
neſtly deſired *, that no ſuch Liquors 

might be ſold to their People; which, 
as they have made great Havock among 
them, ſo it is obſerved they do the ſame 
among thoſe Chriſtians, who both taught 
them that beaſtly and deſtructive Vice, 
and are continually furniſhing them with 
Materials to continue in it. And what 
more juſt and reaſonable, than that 
thoſe, who reach forth the invenomed 


Cup to others, ſhould themſelves alſo 


periſh by it? 


It is matter of Wonder, that an uni- 
verſal Indignation is not raiſed againſt ſo 
deſtructive a Peſt: for how is it poſſi- 


ble for Men that have any Senſe of Hu- 
manity, any Bowels of Pity, but eſpe- 


cially for thoſe who profeſs themſelves 


to be Chriſtians, to ſtand by and fee 
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» With what good Reaſon they deſired it, may 
be ſeen in an Extract from a Letter written to the 
Society for promating Chriſtian Knowledge, from a 


very worthy Clergyman in e Appendix, 


No. II. N 
un- 


* 


Drinkers of Gin, Brandy, &c. 1 7 


unconcerned ſo devouring a Fire rage 
among their Fellow-Creatures, without 
exerting their utmoſt Efforts to extin- 
guiſh it? It is, ſure, the Duty of eve- 
ry Man, to ſet to his helping Hand, 
and oppoſe it to the utmoſt; but more 
eſpecially of thoſe, who have it in 
their Power to keep up the Fences 
againſt the Incroachments of this ter- 
rible Deſtroyer. For of all the Miſe- 
ries and Plagues that unhappy Man 
has been incident to, none was ever ſo 
effectually deſtructive as this; not even 
thoſe three ſore Judgments of War, 
Peſtilence, or Famine; which, after 
having raged for ſome time, ceaſe. 
But this evil Spirit is an unrelenting, 
mercileſs Enemy, that threatens De- 
ſtruction, from Generation to Genera- 
tion. This is indeed a Maſter-piece 
of the Devil, whereby he makes Men 
concerned in deſtroying themſelves; 
which conſigns them over, not only to 
preſent, but eternal Death alſo. 


Nay, the unhappy Influence of theſe 
Liquors, reaches much farther than to 
the Deſtruction of thoſe only who in- 
dulge themſelves in the Uſe of them; 


but even to their Poſterity, to the Chil- 
dren 
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dren that are yet unborn. Of this we 
have too frequent Inſtances, where the 
unhappy Mothers habituate themſelves 
to theſe Diſtilled Liquors, whoſe Chil 
dren, when firſt born, are often either 
of a diminutive, pigmy Size; or look 
withered and old, when they have not, 
as yet, alas! attained to the Evening 
of the firſt Day. How many more 
Inſtances are there of Children, who, 
though born with good Conſtitutions, 
have unluckily ſucked in the deadly ſpi- 
rituous Poiſon with their Nurſes Milk ? 
Nay, how many other Children are ef- 
fectually deſtroyed, through the Indiſ- 
cretion of their Parents, by accuſtoming 
them, in their younger Years, to int 
of theſe deſtructive and pernicious Li- 
Guors © 


9 


For then the Threads of Life, which 
will be drawn out, muſt in the Courſe 
of Nature be very ſlender, when the 
proper Nouriſhment of either unborn, || 
or born Children, is hardened and | 
= ſcorched up by ſuch fery and pernici- | 
Wy ous Liquors. Whence it is evident, 
chat in Proportion, as the Contagion | 
if ſpreads farther and farther among Man- 

5 kind, ſo muſt the Breed of the human 
"i Species 
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species be (without extraordinary Inter- 
Ipoſals of Providence) proportionably 
more and more depraved; and will ac- 
Fcordingly degenerate more and more, 
from the manly and robuſt Conſtitution 
Jof preceding Generations. And yet, has 
J not this Calamity made a ſurprizing Ad- 
EY vance within twenty or thirty Years ! 
and is it not daily ſpreading far and 
vide, both at Home, and in our Colo« 
Y nics Abroad? What then muſt be the 
JS Exp thereof, (avert it, good Gobp |) but 
the final Ruin of this great and trading 
Nation. But to ſpeak with regard to 
the Lives of private Perſons only, as 
Sobriety and Temperance are the beſt 
Means we can poſlibly make uſe of, in 
order to preſerve our Health and 
Strength; ſo Drunkenneſs and Exceſs 
are the moſt likely to deſtroy them, and 
the ſureſt Way to make a Man's Days 
ew and evil upon Earth, For by In- 
temperance, the Body is overcharged 


„ with redundant and ſuperfluous Hu- 
4 mours, whereby the natural Heat is ex- 
- tinguiſhed, and the Conſtitution ruined 
t, by grievous Diſeaſes; as Dropſy, Jaun- 
n dice, Palſy, Apoplexy, and the like. 


m | Phyſicians 


 Cauteries. 


ſometimes great Loſs of Blood, by the 
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Phyſicians obſerve, and Experience 
confirms the Obſervation, that theſe pi- 
rituous Liquors, which are inflamed by 
repeated Diſtillations, are in a Manner 
direct Poiſon to human Bediss, which are 
of too delicate a make long to bear 
being corroded by ſuch burning aa. i 
They obſerve hkewiſe, that 
not only the Conſtitution of the Blood 
is thereby ſpoiled, its red Part being 
conſumed and burnt, whereby the whole 
Maſs of it is impoveriſhed to ſuch a | 
Degree, as to have ten times more Se- 
rum in it than red Parts; but alſo, that | 
the fine tender Blood-Veſſels of the | 
Liver, or Lungs, or ſome other 1m- 
portant Bowel, are thereby deſtroyed. 
Whence come Heic Fevers, Con- 
ſumptions, and the like Diſeaſes ; whence 
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Blood-Veſiels being corroded and torn 
aſunder; or elſe by being too much 
weakened, relaxed, and broken ; ſo that 
the thin ſharp Serum, eaſily oozing 
through their Subſtances, throws thoſe 
unhappy Perſons into fatal Dropſies. 
How many have drank to that Exceſs, 
as to die inſtantly? whoſe Deaths, Cha- 
rity itſelf muſt needs judge moſt mi- 


ſerable, ſince they die in their Sins, 
and 
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Jand are taken away in Gop's juſt 
Wrath, even whilſt they are ſacrificing 
Itheir Souls to the Devil. But though 
the Number of this ſort be many, yet it 
is but ſmall in Compariſon of thoſe 
IMultitudes whom it ſweeps away by a 
Ylingering and unperceived Decay; whilſt 
1 i docs, by little and little, waſte the 
Inatural Heat, and at laſt quench the 
Lamp of Life; and ſo lead Men, tho' 
not by ſo direct a paſſage, yet but a 

little Way about, to their Graves, as 
Yccrtainly, though nor ſo ſpeedy, If 
Swe think it a fearful Sin for a Man 
Ito murder himſelf, then let us not 
leſteem Dram-Drinking as a ſmall Sin, 
ſince it produces the ſame Effects, 
though by other Means; it ſhortens 
Life, and brings us to an untimely 
Death, though ir be by a different or 
more diſtant Method. The plain Reaſon 
vhy ſo vaſtly greater Numbers are taken 
off by untimely Deaths in this, than in 
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at Former Ages, is 8 chis, That 

S Intemperance of all Kinds, and more 

ſe ſpecially L'ram-Drinking, are in an ex- 

85 raordinary Manner increaſed among us. 
9 


But let us conſider the ſpiritual, 
ell as temporal Evils, dh Rik 
bring 


3 F 
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bring upon themſelves by this deſtruc- | 9 
tive Vice. All Senſe of L is apt 
to wear off from thoſe, who give them 
ſelves up to this wicked and filthy Prac- 1 
tice; that impairs the Mind as much as 
the Body. Such Sinners in Effect ſay 1 
unto Gop, Depart from us, for we will 1 
have no Knowledge of thy Laws. And 
though they may ſometimes have good 
Diſpoſitions, yet they very rarely put 
them in Execution; becauſe their Heads 
are ſo, ſhattered and diſcompoſed, that 
they cannot have any ſettled ſerious 
Thoughts. But Gop knows, it is very} 
ſeldom that the Dram-Drinker entertains 
even the leaſt Thought of Repentance; 
for he is rather for encouraging himſelf 
and others to go on in this Sin, than to 
break it off by Repentance; Ja. Ivi. 12. 
Come ye, ſay they, and we will fill Frag 
elves with ſtrong Drink: and To-morrow| 
ſhall be as this Day, and much more 
abundant. Daily Experience convinces 
us, how hard it is to reclatm this Habit 
of Dramming; which ſhould, in Reaſon, 
make Men dread, abhor, and deteſt : 
Crime, which leads them to a State o 

Impenitence, the greateſt Evil that 15 
incident to us in this Life; ſince it 1 


4 
5 
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th 
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the ſure Forerunner of eternal Miſery i in 
the next. 


In order therefore to have a juſt Ha- 
tred and Deteſtation of this ſinful and 
odious Practice, it behoves Men ſeri- 
ouſly to conſider the Heinouſneſs of it, 
and the manifold Evils and Miſchiefs 
that accompany it. It being a Vice that 
is condemned both by Gop and Man, 
by Infidels, as well as Chriſtians, and 
1 ere. moſt injurious to ourſelves, by 
weakning and deſtroying our Bodies, 
and thereby ſhortning our Lives. How 
oft is the Candle of the Wicked put out, 
and how frequently cometh their Deſtruc- 
tion upon them? God aiſtrivuteth Sorrows 
in his Anger, Job xxi. 17. Fob calls it 
THEIR Deſtruction, for themſelves are 
the Authors of it. 


The Habitual Drinkers of Drams, are 
grown to that Height of Impiety, that 
they even glory in their Shame; they 
that are now drunk, are not drunk in 
the Night only; they do not deſire that 
the Darkneſs ſhould cover their Wick 
edneſs, for they commit this Sin openly 
and at RO in the Face of the 

Sun; 
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Sun ; they add Drunkennefs 7⁰ Dirſt. 
Deut. xxix. 19. 


When we reflect upon the Cour 
and Life of theſe miſerable, infatuated 
Wretches, how ought it to affect us 
with Concern, to ' confidet: that it is 
deſtructive of their Happineſs both 
here and hereafter ? Could we look in- 
to the Chambers of Death, we ſhould 
there ſee unhappy Multitudes who owed 
their Death to Drams; who are now 
full of Anguiſh and Indignation for their 
former F olly, when it is too late. It 
much imports us therefore to remember, 
that there remains ſtill the ſame Threat- 
ning to the preſent Race of Dram- 
Drinkers, which was formerly denounced 
by the Prophet againit the Drunkards of 
Ephraim; they ſhall be trodden under 


Feet, Ha. x xXXviii. 3. 


As it is bent pleaded by thoſe 
who are in this dreadful State of Infatua- 
tion, that they cannot forſake it; ſo they 
flatter and deceive their own Souls, that 


either Gop will nor require them to do an 


impoſſible Thing, and therefore they ſhall 


be excuſed: or they may ſay he is a 


hard Maſter, to ſhut a Man out of 
Heaven, 


hd dot What | cd 
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Heaven, and caſt him into Hell, for 
doing a Thing which he could not help. 
But, O wicked Servant ! Wherefore 
doſt thou, (to continue in thy own 
Wickedneſs) accuſe Gop fooliſhly and 
falſely ? For he will not lay upon Man 
more than is right, that he ſhould enter 
into Judgment with Gob, Job xxxiv. 
23. The Son of Sirach juſtly obſerves, 
that Gop hath commanded no Man te 
do wickedly, neither has he given any 
Man a Licenſe to Sin, Eccleſ. xv. 20. 
If thoſe who are diſeaſed with a Drop- 
ly, will, when they are adviſed by n 
Phyſician, reſtrain their Appetite, and 
refrain from much Drink; though, by 
reaſon of their Diſtemper, they are con- 
tinually tormented with an inſatiable 
Thirſt ; and this for the Sake of recover- 
ing their Health, and to preſerve for a 
while their temporal Life ; then how 
much more ſhould thoſe, who have been 
addicted to Drams, ſubdue their deprav- 
ed Appetite, and abſtain from this poi- 
ſonous Intemperance, notwithſtanding 
they have thereby brought upon them- 
ſelves ſuch an unnatyral Thirſt, as gives 
them great Uneaſineſs to forbear drink- 
ing. So many and great are the Evils 
that do neceſſarily accompany this * 
R ri 
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r.d Vice, both in this Life, and in the 
Life to come, that they are much more 
earneſtly to be avoided than many 


Dcaths. 
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No Habit, however long in contract- 
ang, is impoſſible to be removed; it 
may be done, though with ſome Diffi- 
culty. There is no one fo far gone in 
the Diſeaſe of Drunkenneſs, or any other 
Sin whatever, but there is room for a 
Cure, which would certainly be obtain- 
ed, if ſeriouſly, and in Earneſt, ſought 
alter; for Gop affords his Grace to 
all that aſk it, by diligent and fer- 
vent Prayer; it is only to the Obſtinate 
and Impenitent, that he, both in Holineſs 
and Juſtice, ſhuts up his Bowels of Mer- 
cy and Compaſſion. It greatly behoves 
Men therefore not to forfeit the Divine 
Grace and Aſſiſtance, by a wilful Per- 
ſeverance in this beaſtly Sin; but to re- || 
pent and reform, that this and all other | 
Sins may be forgiven them. 
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They who would not be led away, nor 
enſlaved by this vile Vice, muſt care- 
fully avoid the Company of Dram- 
Drinkers, purſuant to the Advice of 
the Wile Man, Prov. xxiii. 20. Keep 


not 
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a. Company with Drunkards, It much 
imports them therefore to avoid ſuch 
Company, and to ſhun ſuch Converſa- 
tion; for if once we give Ground and 
comply, we are loſt; the Sin will, by 
little and little, prevail upon us, as 1t 
did on them. Thus many ſober Per- 
ſons, who have purpoſed to lead tem- 
perate Lives, by venturing into bad Com- 
rany, have been gradually drawn in to 
de Partakers of their Guilt, their Diſ- 
grace, and Diſeaſes : and have at length 
arrived to that Pitch of Exceſs, which 
will drown all ſerious and pious Reſolu- 
tions, by a continual Habit of Intoxi- 
I cation. 


If Men did, in the Sincerity of their 
Hearts, uſe proper Means, there is no 
doubt but they would be able to over- 
come this Vice, how long ſoever they 
may have been accuſtomed to it. They 
therefore, who continue under the Power 

of it, can never excuſe themſelvgs, by 

the Impoſſibility of Amendment; but 
r || ſhould rather accuſe the Corraption and 
- [| Treachery of their own Hearts, as hav- 
- Jing ſtill ſuch a Love for this Sin, that 
f chey will not, in good Farneſt, make ule 
p fot the proper Means to avoid it. 
t B 2 In 


2 FUSTICRIPT, 


In a Word, If all theſe Conſidera- 
tions will not deter Men from this odi- 
ous Vice, they mult ſtill wa/loww in their 
omit, and continue in this ſottiſh, ſenſe- 
leſs Condition ; till the Flames of Hel! 
rouſe them; when they will by fad Ex- 
pertence find, what they will not now be- 
lieve, that the Eud of theſe Things, as the 
Apoſtle ſays, (Rom. vi. 21.) is DEATH, 
Be therefore ſcber, be vigilant, becauſe 
your Adverſary the Devil, as a roaring 
Lion, walketh avout ſeeking whom he may 
devour. 


060127 


Cannot conclude without obſerving, 

that the greater Difficulty there is 
in breaking off this abominable and de- 
ſtructive Habit, the greater Caution 
Perſong of every Age and Sex ſhould 
nſe, in guarding themſelves againſt the 
Force ot their own Inclinations, or the 


Inticement of Seducers. 


Now fince it is found, by long Expe- 
rience, extremely difficuit for the un- 


happy 


SW LW — — 


- » N 
| - * SES — * » & 
"4 1 8 8 — = - — 
% 6 3 410 - v4 a 1 * 4 5 2 k 1 * * A = as — * = 2 
Rafe EIB ST 3 8 22 TOM . 3 n : 


POSTSCRISS 


happy habitual Dram-Drinkers to extri- 
cate themſelves from this' prevailing 
Vice; ſo much the more it becomes the 
Duty of the Governors of 'the Nations, 
to withhold from them fo irreſiſtible a 
Temptation, this poiſonous Cup; not 
more fatal to each unhappy Individual, 


whom it certainly deſtroys, than ſcan- 


dalous and ruinous to the good Order 
and Happineſs of the Community. 


I can add nothing ſtronger, than what 
has already been offered to the Pub- 


lick, by an unknown, but moſt humane, 


pious, and fkilful Hand, in the follow- 
ing Extract of a Letter from a Gentle- 
man in the Country to his Friend in Town : 


« TF it be certain, that fince the 
Introduction of Spirituous Liquors, the 
« Number of Births yearly has been 
« for ſome Time decreaſing, ſo that it 
« 1s now a fourth part leſs than it was 
«thirty Years backwards, and the 


0 


* 


A 


* Burials increaſing at a dreadful Rate, 


0 


* 


ſo that the Nation, in London only, 
has loſt near fifteen thouſand People 
cc every thrce Years; the Fruit of the 
«© Womb blaſted before it has ſeen the 

Light: beſides the ſhortning of the 


B 3 « Lives 
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© 


* 


* 
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moese. 


« Lives of thoſe who have come into 
« the World: If it be certain, as it is 
© affirmed by the Traders of the City, 
cc that the bodily Strength of the People | 
« js ſo decayed within the Memory of | 
« thoſe now alive, that working Men 
« are not able to carry two-thirds of | 
« what they could formerly with Eaſe ; 
« jf it be certain, that the Weekly | 
_ « Conſumption of Wheat within the 
« Bills, is now many thouſand Buſhels 
« ſhort of what 1t uſed to be, and this 
« in a Time of Peace, occaſioned by 
te the miſchievous Effects of that poi- 
« ſonous Drench ; if it be plain to every 
« Man's Reaſon, and confirmed by the 
WW * united Authorities of the moſt emi- 
5 i « nent Phyſicians both at Home and 
| 
| 


« Abroad, that fermented, diſtilled, 

« Fpirituous Liguors, are to the laft De- 

3 « oree detrimental to the human Con- 

= « ſtitution, being the Cauſes of Drop- 

| ce ſies, Jaundice, Confumption, Fluxes, 

« Dejection, Frenzy, Fc. If it be evi- 

« dent, that by the exceflive Uſe of 

« theſe Liquors, the Spirit of Induſtry 

« muſt be ſunk, and the Hands which 

« ſhould carry on the Trade and Ma- 

« nufactures of the Nation enfeebled ; 

if it be in the Power of every Miſ- 
& creant 
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21 e his Blood, and fit 
dimſelk 5 gre horrible Barba- 


— ar 
rities for Two-pence ; if it be acco 


| S who 
.ingly found by the Magiſtrate 


have the examining of thoſe _ 
es, Who are every Day —_— 
f tis them for Robberies an . m4 
f all Kinds, that it is from t = 
q ing Draught of Gin they e - 5 
Belo to Peng — 1 
f we find, 1 | 
— 1 Properties are ſafe eos | 
yo Number or good Condition of 2 
5 le are the Strength and pong 
74 Nas and both theſe are by 
0 e of this Poiſon daily 
e and of Conſequence our 


il Y decaying ; 
| and Military Force 
f Is Numbers of the Poor be, thro 


the Effect of an univerſal Debauchery, 


ily 1 ; and confequently 
* — of F god, 9 
wy Houſhold Furniture, leſſening, 
— r Home Trade and 3 
— n if the Infection be 
— Day ſpreading from the Capi- 


d Life, 

| inces; if Health, an > 
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| © of increaſing Malefactors, brought to 
| © a dreadful End, by the Force of this 
= < maddening Drench; if Death and 
Hell are ever opening their Jaws, and 
=” © ſwallowing our wretched Fellow 
q/ « Creatures by Thouſands; if theſe 
h. ſt T1 S 
=. ings are fo, is it not Time, Sir, 
1 cc to blow a Trumpet and ſound an 
1 « Alarm, that may reach the ears of 
1 ce thoſe who have it in their Power to 
F 4 cc remedy this calamitous Evil, and pre- 
; bl « vent the impending Miſery ?” 


N* I. 


A very eminent Phyſician, of great Know- 
ledge and Experience, has given the fol- 
lowing Directions for the Benefit of thije 
who have Wifdom and Virtue enough 
zeft to ebandon the odious and pernicious 
Practice drinking Spirituous Liquors. 


NE of the beſt Ways of leaving 
off the bad Habit of drinking 
Drams, is by Degrees to mix Water 


i with the Dram, to leſſen the auen, 
0 
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of the Dram every Day, and keep to the 
ſame Quantity of Water; till, in about 
the Courſe of a Week, nothing of the 
Dram kind be uſed along with the Wa- 
ter, By this Means the Perſon will fuf- 
fer no Inconvenience, but reap great Be- 
nefit upon leaving off Drams, as has been 
tried by many. 

If any Gnawing be felt in the Stomach 
upon leaving off Drams ; a little hot 
Broth 1s a very good Remedy. 

The Appetite always increaſes in 2 
feu / Days after leaving off Drams ; unleſs 
by the too long Continuance of them, 
the Tone of the Stomach is deſtroyed. 

In which melancholy State, the beſt 
Remedy, next to the Bath-Water, is the 
following: 

Take an Ounce of Elixir Proprietatis, 
three Drachms of Elixir of Vitriol, and 
one Drachm of Mynficht's TinFure of 
„reel; mix theſe together, and let the 
þ [unhappy Sufferer rake a Tea-Spooa full 
in a ſmall Wine Glaſs, full of Mpite 
Pine, if that can be afforded, or elſe 
IVormwood Ale, or a Cup of Comomile or 
ig [Cardaus Tea, every Morning faſting, 


ig land every Evening. 
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Ne II. 


Extract of a Letter from a Clergyman in 
Maryland, 70 his Friend in London. 


BOUT ix Weeks ago an Indian 
F Man and his Wife came to my 

Houſe, and while the Woman was ſel- 
ling ſome of her little Baſkets to my 
Wite, I engaged the Man in Diſcourſe 
as follows : 


« ©. Is that Woman your Wife? 
c A. Yees: that my Squaa.— Q, How 
ce Jong have you been married? A. Four 
e Year, —9. How many Children have 
« you? A. Have no Child; my Squaa 
ce never will have Child: (then looking 
cc round him as if he was afraid of being 
ce heard, he ſaid in a low Voice) twenty 


e Years more you ſee no Indian Man 
ce here.—Y. Why ſo? A. Indian Squaa 
c no have Child. They love get Child, 
« no love have Child. Young Women 
« drink ſome dam Stuff, hinder them 
have Child His Wife coming in 
he turned away from me, and broke oft 
the Dialogue. 
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This ſtrange Diſcourſe gave riſe to va- 
rious Reflections. The daily Decreaſe 
of the Indians among us is viſible to eve- 
ry one, and noticed every where. Old 
Mrs. V. ſays, ſne can remember when the 
Indian Town in their Neighbourhood 
could muſter five Hundred fighting 
Men, beſides a Multitude of Women 
and Children: that ſne has often ſeen 
that Number under Arms, and ſeen them 
perform their War Dance, a Sort of 
Martial Exerciſe, which has ſomething 
grand and terrible in it. But at preſent 
it is doubted whether there be forty In- 
dians in that whole Country.— Other 
Towns I have ſeen, which, within the 
Memory of many living Perſons have 
been very populous, now reduced to a 
ew Huts. 


' | In another Place he writes, © They 
(that is the Mdtans) are exceſſively 

11 fond of Spirituous Liquors, and will 
often ſell more of their Skins and other 
Wares for a Quart of Rum, than they 
6 would for the Value of a Gallon or 
of | two in Money: — An Advantage fre- 
Orr | quently taken of them in their drink- 
ing Mood by our People.” * 
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In another Place he gives the follow- 
ing Relation: He (viz. the Indian 
ce begged hard for a Dram, which I re- 
ce fuſed, perceiving he had got too much 
ce before.—This is their conſtant Me- 
ce thod, and if they can get it, will never 
« ceaſe begging for more Dram, till 
ce they get quite drunk. It is in vain 
< to reaſon with them about it, or ſtrive 
« to ſhew them how pernicious the Ulſe 
«< of Spirituous Liquors is.—They will 
cc have them if poſſible to be procured :;— 
«« And to this, no doubt, a good Part of 
cc their preſent Decreaſe and Unfruitfulneſs 


cc ig to be attributed,” 
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